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The Ready by 21
effort in Broome
County is being
kicked off by a day-
long conference
scheduled for Sep-
tember 19 at Tradi-
tions at the Glen.

The conference is
designed to help lo-
cal organizations
work together to en-
sure that area chil-
dren and youth meet
the goals of the
Ready by 21 pro-
gram.

For further infor-
mation about the
conference, contact
the Broome County
Youth Bureau, 36-42
Main Street, Bing-
hamton, NY 13905, or
call (607) 778-2415.

Ready by 21: ready for work, for college, for life!Ready by 21: ready for work, for college, for life!Ready by 21: ready for work, for college, for life!Ready by 21: ready for work, for college, for life!Ready by 21: ready for work, for college, for life!
Traditionally, those who work with our nation’s

children and youth primarily have specialized,  deal-
ing only with those of a certain age, geographical lo-
cation, or other specifics.

But it is becoming  apparent that an increasing
number of our youth are not ready for adult respon-
sibilities by the time they are 21. In fact, research
shows that only four out of ten young people are do-
ing well by the time they reach this age of passage
into adulthood.

Often America has reacted with fragmented and
disjointed re-
sponses to
youth prob-
lems. In addi-
tion, no real
plan exists to
address the
promotion of
youth
strengths. Al-
though no one
method may
be perfect to
address the
challenges in
creating effec-
tive youth
policies, some
communities
are taking steps to find the best among a wide
range of possible solutions to the problems that
have resulted in the lack of preparedness for re-
sponsibilities by today’s youth.

The Forum for Youth Investment, a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization, is dedicated to helping
communities make sure all young people are Ready
by 21tm: ready for work, ready for college, ready for
life. This goal requires that young people have the
support, opportunities, and services needed to
prosper and contribute where they live, learn, work,
and play. The program is a youth-centered, re-
search-based approach to strategic planning and
policy development on behalf of youth.

The Forum for Youth Investment believes that by
encouraging alignment of ideas, resources and
stakeholders, America can ensure that significantly
more young people are Ready by 21. The Forum calls

on funders (public and private), providers (public
and private) and advocates to make fundamental
changes in the way they do business in order to
change the odds for young people.

In Broome County the Ready for 21 program is
sponsored by the Children and Youth Services Coun-
cil of Broome County. It is being supported by the
Greater Binghamton Coalition, the Broome County
Early Childhood Coalition, the Broome County Youth
Bureau, and local political leaders. It is being finan-
cially supported by the Venture Grant program of
United Way of Broome County and the Helen T.
Howland Foundation.

Working with many organizationsWorking with many organizationsWorking with many organizationsWorking with many organizationsWorking with many organizations
To make an impact on the problems affecting

youth, there should be an alignment of ideas, re-
sources, and stakeholders, as the problems affect-
ing today’s youth are not restricted to a specific age,
gender, or geographic location.

All young people deserve access to early and sus-
tained investments and opportunities for involve-
ment throughout at least the first two decades of
their lives. Because development and engagement
do not stop when the school bell rings, investment
and involvement are critical throughout young
people’s waking hours. These investments must
move beyond solving problems and promoting aca-
demic achievement to support of a full range of
positive outcome—helping young people grow physi-
cally, socially, emotionally, personally, ethically, civi-
cally, vocationally and intellectually. Young people
should also have opportunities for involvement
across this same broad range of arenas.

These investments have to be more than just
programs—they have to include a full range of basic
services, formal and informal supports, and chal-
lenging opportunities to engage and contribute.
Learning and engagement happen in a variety of
settings, so we need to be intentional about provid-
ing supports and opportunities in all the places and
all the settings where young people live, learn, work,
play, and make a difference. And every stakeholder
must understand and respect the role and the
power of families, peers, and neighborhoods in
young people’s lives over and above the impact of
programs and institutions.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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If you’ve always wondered what YOU can
do, call the VVVVVooooolululululuntntntntntarararararyyyyy A A A A Action Cction Cction Cction Cction Centententententer ater ater ater ater at
729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  Individuals, families, groups—
all are needed for:
• visiting
• office assistance
• organizing
• tutoring
• animal care
• committee work
• mentoring

. . . the possibilities are endless!
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If you live in Broome, Chenango, or Tioga
Counties, we can locate the information
or help you need . . . quickly and confi-
dentially.

Call us atCall us atCall us atCall us atCall us at 729-9100 (Broome County)
1-800-227-5353 (Chenango County)
1-888-266-5252 (Tioga County)
www.firstcallforhelp.info

Teaming for Technology helps
nonprofit agencies in Broome County
with any technology problems they
may have, such as converting
databases, hardware and software
troubleshooting, computer installa-
tion and networking.

If you are a nonprofit organization in
need of technical assistance, call Bill
Newcomb or Ray Yeager at 77777222229-9-9-9-9-22222555559999922222.
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MEMBER AGENCIES AND SERVICES - 2007
ACCORD—A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Action for Older Persons, Inc.
American Civic Association, Inc.
American Red Cross, Southern Tier

Chapter
American Social Health Association
Arthritis Foundation, Broome County

Chapter
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Western Broome,

Inc.--Family Center
Broome County Catholic Youth Organiza-

tion
Broome County Urban League, Inc.
Broome County YMCA
Broome-Tioga Association for Retarded

Citizens
Catholic Social Services of Broome

County
Community Planning
Crime Victims Assistance Center, Inc.
Day Nursery Association

Deposit Foundation and Rural Housing
Services, Inc.

Family and Children’s Society of Broome
County, Inc.

First Call For Help
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council, Inc.
Handicapped Children’s Association of

Southern New York, Inc.
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton
Johnson City Senior Citizens Center, Inc.
Legal Aid of Mid-New York
Literacy Volunteers of Broome/Tioga,

Inc.
Mental Health Association of the

Southern Tier, Inc.
National Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

Society, Upstate New York Chapter
Planned Parenthood of South Central

New York, Inc.
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program

(RSVP)
The Salvation Army
SOS Shelter, Inc.
Teaming for Technology
Voluntary Action Center
Wilson Children’s Center
YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County

VENTURE GRANT RECIPIENTS - 2007
ACCORD, A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council
Broome County Urban League
Broome County YMCA, West Family

Branch
Broome-Tioga ARC
Catholic Youth Organization
Day Nursery Association
The Discovery Center of the Southern

Tier
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.
Foundation of the State University of

New York at Binghamton, Inc.
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council
Lourdes Youth Services
Opportunities for Broome, Inc.
Volunteers of America of Western New

York, Inc.


