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ARC Summer Program Offers Participants a Sense of Worth
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The Broome-Tioga ARC Summer Program has
been serving youth with developmental and other
disabilities for 53 years. Having operated out of a
number of Broome County schools over the years,
the program runs for six weeks during the sum-
mer and offers children and adolescents a wide
variety of activities that promote socialization,
recreation, and education. The ultimate goal of
the program is to broaden the life experiences of
youth with disabilities and to provide them with
basic learning concepts that will enhance their
skill levels between school years.

For the Finch Family, the Summer Program has
done exactly that. Having had several of her chil-
dren participate in the program, Mrs.
Wendy Finch believes there has
been great value in having each of
them participate. She notes that all
of her children have “achieved a lot
over the years” and recognizes the
Summer Program as a contributor to
their successes. Mrs. Finch most ap-
preciates the fact that the Summer
Program has been instrumental in
helping her children maintain their
academic and social skills between
school years. Mathematics and life
skills training are part of a regular
skills laboratory that is offered at
the Summer Program and assists youth in main-
taining the knowledge that they acquired during
the school year.

Rory is participating in his 13th
ARC Summer Program

Mrs. Finch’s youngest son, Rory,  is a current
participant in the Broome-Tioga ARC Summer Pro-
gram, as he has been since age 6. Now 19 years
old, Rory has received much benefit from his par-
ticipation in the Summer Program over the years,
including academic and social skill development
as well as his first employment experience.

When he was 16, Rory was hired through the
Summer/Work Program to assist with food ser-

vice and maintenance functions for 12 hours per
week. This opportunity provided him with the vo-
cational training he would need for his current
employment at a local grocery store, while still al-
lowing him to participate in and benefit from the
various social, recreational, and educational
components of the program. With the assistance
of a job coach that is provided by the Summer/
Work Program, Rory has been a dependable and
hard working employee who the staff can count
on to do his job with excellence.

Summer Program includes both
recreation and education

Enjoying the blend
of social, recreational,
educational, and voca-
tional opportunities the
2006 Summer Program
offers, Rory indicates
that the activities he’s
most looking forward to
this summer include
swimming at East
Middle School and arts
and crafts. Rory is also
looking forward to
keeping in touch with

his friends and classmates from BOCES, where
he receives his education during the school year.
Outings to places such as the zoo, roller skating,
and bowling give Rory and his peers an opportu-
nity to socialize and have a little fun together dur-
ing the summer months.

Reflecting on the experiences her family has
had with the Broome-Tioga ARC Summer Program,
Mrs. Finch is appreciative of and grateful for her
family’s involvement. Noting that her two eldest
children had participated in the program when
they were adolescents, Mrs. Finch is proud to re-
port that one of them is currently enrolled in col-
lege and the other is working as a security guard.

According to Mrs. Finch, “The Summer Program
gives Rory and others a sense of worth.”.

To learn more about
the Summer Program
and other activities of
the Broome-Tioga ARC,
call (607) 723-8361, e-
mail info@btarc.org, or
visit the website
www.btarc.org.

United Way provides
funding for ARC Sum-
mer Program as part of
“Strengthening Fami-
lies”, one of its six ar-
eas of community ser-
vice.

To learn more about
United Way and the
programs it supports in
Broome County, visit
www.unitedwaybroome.org

Rory and his mother, Wendy Finch



MEMBER AGENCIES AND SERVICES - 2006
ACCORD—A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Action for Older Persons, Inc.
American Civic Association, Inc.
American Red Cross, Southern Tier

Chapter
American Social Health Association
Arthritis Foundation, Broome County

Chapter
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Western Broome,

Inc.--Family Center
Broome County Catholic Youth Organiza-

tion
Broome County Urban

League, Inc.
Broome-Tioga Associa-

tion for Retarded
Citizens

Catholic Social
Services of Broome
County

Community Planning
Crime Victims Assistance Center, Inc.
Day Nursery Association
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• organizing
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• animal care
• committee work
• mentoring

. . . the possibilities are endless!

Deposit Foundation and Rural Housing
Services, Inc.

Family and Children’s Society of Broome
County, Inc.

First Call For Help
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council, Inc.
Handicapped Children’s Association of

Southern New York, Inc.
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton
Johnson City Senior Citizens Center, Inc.
Legal Aid of Mid-New York
Literacy Volunteers of Broome/Tioga,

Inc.
Mental Health Association of the

Southern Tier, Inc.
National Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

Society, Upstate New York
Chapter
Planned Parenthood of South
Central New York, Inc.
Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP)
The Salvation Army
SOS Shelter, Inc.
Teaming for Technology

Voluntary Action Center
YMCA of Broome County
YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County

Non-profit organization
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If you live in Broome, Chenango, or Tioga
Counties, we can locate the information
or help you need . . . quickly and confi-
dentially.

Call us atCall us atCall us atCall us atCall us at 729-9100 (Broome County)
1-800-227-5353 (Chenango County)
1-888-266-5252 (Tioga County)
www.firstcallforhelp.info

VENTURE GRANT RECIPIENTS - 2006
Action for Older Persons, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton, Inc.
Broome Community College Foundation
Children’s Home of Wyoming Conference
Epilepsy Foundation of Rochester-

Syracuse-Binghamton
Faith in Action Volunteers of the Broome

County Council of Churches
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.
Fairview Recovery Services, Inc.
Foundation of the State University of

New York at Binghamton, Inc.
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton
Legal Aid Society of Mid-New York, Inc.
Recess Resources, Inc.
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program

(RSVP)
Rural Health Network of South Central

New York, Inc.
SOS Shelter, Inc.
Volunteers of America of Western New

York, Inc.
Waterman Conservation Education

Center
YMCA of Broome County

Teaming for Technology helps
nonprofit agencies in Broome County
with any technology problems they
may have, such as converting
databases, hardware and software
troubleshooting, computer installa-
tion and networking.

If you are a nonprofit organization in
need of technical assistance, call Bill
Newcomb or Ray Yeager at 77777222229-9-9-9-9-22222555559999922222.
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