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Crime Victims As-Crime Victims As-Crime Victims As-Crime Victims As-Crime Victims As-
sistance Centersistance Centersistance Centersistance Centersistance Center,
Inc.Inc.Inc.Inc.Inc., is a not-for-
profit agency that
offers crisis inter-
vention, counsel-
ing, advocacy,
emergency accom-
paniment, and pre-
vention education
to people who have
experienced or are
at risk of violent
crime. To learn more
about the CVAC, call
723-3200 during of-
fice hours, or visit
its website anytime
at www.cvac.us.
Crime Victims Assis-
tance Center also
has a 24-hour crisis
line: 722-4256. It is
looking for volun-
teers to help staff it.
For more informa-
tion, call 723-3200.
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A representative of the Crime Victims Assis-

tance Center, a member organization of United
Way of Broome County, made a Youth Assult Pre-
vention presentation about dating violence to a
class at a Broome County middle school earlier
this year. She was intrigued by two 12 or 13 year-
old girls, especially their questions and reactions
to the information presented. When the discus-
sion turned to what it looks like when a friend is
in an abusive relationship, the girls burst out to-
gether, “That’s our friend!”

Crime Victims Assistance CenterCrime Victims Assistance CenterCrime Victims Assistance CenterCrime Victims Assistance CenterCrime Victims Assistance Center
helps young teens recognizehelps young teens recognizehelps young teens recognizehelps young teens recognizehelps young teens recognize
abusive relationshipsabusive relationshipsabusive relationshipsabusive relationshipsabusive relationships

The presenter asked the girls
not to reveal the name of their
friend to the class, but proceeded
to explain to them how they
could assist their friend who
was in a troubling relationship.
After the class was over, the
presenter told the girls that
she would be back the next
day and would be able to talk
with them in more detail at that time.

But before the presenter had packed up all of
her materials to leave, there were three girls
standing in front of her--the two from the class
plus the friend they were concerned about. The
presenter introduced herself to the new girl, giv-
ing her a business card and some information on
dating violence. Included was a new flier that ex-
plained dating violence by comparing three types
of relationships: red, yellow, and green zones,
just like a traffic light. The presenter told the girl
to please call if she needed any help or just
wanted to talk.

The next day, when the presenter returned to
the school to discuss sexual assult, the two girls
from the previous day’s class ran up to her and
told her that their friend was “in the red zone and

was breaking up with her boyfriend that night!”
The presenter pulled the girls aside and reiter-
ated the importance of a safety plan for their
friend and how important it was for the girl’s par-
ents to know what was going on. The two girls
agreed to assist their friend through this very dif-
ficult time.

When the presenter returned to the same
school a few months later, one of the girls

from the class told her that their friend
had successfully cut the relationship
with her old boyfriend and was doing
fine now.
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programsprogramsprogramsprogramsprograms
Many services to victims are

available through the Crime
Victims Assistance Center.
These include a victim advo-

cacy program, a 24-hour crisis
line, a Child Advocacy Center,

and counseling and support.
In addition, CVAC offers educational

programs to help keep people safe. These in-
clude information about the areas of rape, date
rape drugs, domestic and dating violence, bully-
ing, Internet safety, child lures, child abuse, haz-
ing, sexual harassment, stalking, and other ar-
eas.

The Child Assault Prevention Project reaches
elementary school children, their teachers and
parents. The Youth Assult Prevention Program fo-
cuses on middle school and high school students.

When you donated to United Way’s Community
Care Fund you support the educational programs
of Crime Victims Assistance Center and more than
100 other programs in Broome County that re-
spond to the needs of area residents from infants
to senior citizens.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

YYYYYou CAN mou CAN mou CAN mou CAN mou CAN makakakakake a diffe a diffe a diffe a diffe a differererererencencencencence!e!e!e!e!
If you’ve always wondered what YOU can
do, call the VVVVVooooolululululuntntntntntarararararyyyyy A A A A Action Cction Cction Cction Cction Centententententer ater ater ater ater at
729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  Individuals, families, groups—
all are needed for:
• visiting
• office assistance
• organizing
• tutoring
• animal care
• committee work
• mentoring

. . . the possibilities are endless!
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If you live in Broome, Chenango, or Tioga
Counties, we can locate the information
or help you need . . . quickly and confi-
dentially.

Call us atCall us atCall us atCall us atCall us at 729-9100 (Broome County)
1-800-227-5353 (Chenango County)
1-888-266-5252 (Tioga County)
www.firstcallforhelp.info

Teaming for Technology helps
nonprofit agencies in Broome County
with any technology problems they
may have, such as converting
databases, hardware and software
troubleshooting, computer installa-
tion and networking.

If you are a nonprofit organization in
need of technical assistance, call Bill
Newcomb or Ray Yeager at 77777222229-9-9-9-9-22222555559999922222.
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MEMBER AGENCIES AND SERVICES - 2007
ACCORD—A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Action for Older Persons, Inc.
American Civic Association, Inc.
American Red Cross, Southern Tier

Chapter
American Social Health Association
Arthritis Foundation, Broome County

Chapter
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Western Broome,

Inc.--Family Center
Broome County Catholic Youth Organiza-

tion
Broome County Urban League, Inc.
Broome County YMCA
Broome-Tioga Association for Retarded

Citizens
Catholic Social Services of Broome

County
Community Planning
Crime Victims Assistance Center, Inc.
Day Nursery Association

Deposit Foundation and Rural Housing
Services, Inc.

Family and Children’s Society of Broome
County, Inc.

First Call For Help
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council, Inc.
Handicapped Children’s Association of

Southern New York, Inc.
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton
Johnson City Senior Citizens Center, Inc.
Legal Aid of Mid-New York
Literacy Volunteers of Broome/Tioga,

Inc.
Mental Health Association of the

Southern Tier, Inc.
National Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

Society, Upstate New York Chapter
Planned Parenthood of South Central

New York, Inc.
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program

(RSVP)
The Salvation Army
SOS Shelter, Inc.
Teaming for Technology
Voluntary Action Center
Wilson Children’s Center
YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County

VENTURE GRANT RECIPIENTS - 2007
ACCORD, A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council
Broome County Urban League
Broome County YMCA, West Family

Branch
Broome-Tioga ARC
Catholic Youth Organization
Day Nursery Association
The Discovery Center of the Southern

Tier
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.
Foundation of the State University of

New York at Binghamton, Inc.
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council
Lourdes Youth Services
Opportunities for Broome, Inc.
Volunteers of America of Western New

York, Inc.


